Appendix 1: What are Biosphere Reserves?

UNESCO organized the International Conference on Biosphere Reserves, held in Seville (Spain) in 1995. The Conference drew up the Seville Strategy. Extracts from it are presented below.

THE SEVILLE STRATEGY FOR BIOSPHERE RESERVES

Biosphere reserves are designed to deal with one of the most important questions the World faces today: How can we reconcile conservation of biodiversity and biological resources with their sustainable use?

Biosphere reserves are ‘areas of terrestrial and coastal/marine ecosystems or a combination thereof, which are internationally recognized within the framework of UNESCO's Programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB)’ (Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves). Reserves are nominated by national governments; each reserve must meet a minimal set of criteria and adhere to a minimal set of conditions before being admitted to the Network.

Each biosphere reserve is intended to fulfil three complementary functions:

· a conservation function, to preserve genetic resources, species, ecosystems and landscapes;

· a development function, to foster sustainable economic and human development, and

· a logistic support function, to support demonstration projects, environmental education and training, and research and monitoring related to local, national and global issues of conservation and sustainable development.

Physically, each biosphere reserve should contain three elements:

· one or more core areas, which are securely protected sites for conserving biological diversity, monitoring minimally disturbed ecosystems, and undertaking non-destructive research and other low-impact uses (such as education);

· a clearly identified buffer zone, which usually surrounds or adjoins the core areas, and is used for cooperative activities compatible with sound ecological practices, including environmental education, recreation, ecotourism, and applied and basic research; and

· a flexible transition area, or area of co-operation, which may contain a variety of agricultural activities, settlements and other uses and in which local communities, management agencies, scientists, non-governmental organizations, cultural groups, economic interests and other stakeholders work together to manage and sustainably develop the area's resources.
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