Appendix 2: UNESCO vision for Biosphere Reserves

UNESCO organized the International Conference on Biosphere Reserves, held in Seville (Spain) in 1995. The Conference drew up the Seville Strategy. Extracts from it are presented below.

The UNCED process (UN Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janerio, Brazil, 1992) laid out the vision of working towards sustainable development, incorporating care of the environment and greater social equity, including respect for rural communities and their accumulated wisdom. 

The global community needs working examples that encapsulate the ideas of UNCED for promoting both conservation and sustainable development. These examples can only work if they express all the social, cultural, spiritual and economic needs of society and are also based on sound science.

Biosphere reserves offer such examples. Rather than forming islands in a world increasingly affected by severe human impacts, they can become theatres for reconciling people and nature; they can bring knowledge of the past to the needs of the future; and they can demonstrate how to overcome the problems of the sectoral nature of our institutions. 

Thus, biosphere reserves are poised to take on a new role. Not only will they be a means for the people who live and work within and around them to attain a balanced relationship with the natural world, they will also contribute to the needs of society as a whole, by showing a way to a more sustainable future. This is at the heart of our vision for biosphere reserves in the 21st century.
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